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Por whatſoever is avi of C God Judi the TE? 
and this is the victory that overcometh the 
world, even our FAITH. 1 John, Re. 


4h tos egos 
which I have now read to you upon this occalion, | 
for the ſollowing reaſons. 
1. Becauſe they were favourite aa with 
our deceaſed friend; Long experience had 
her much of the world and the evil thereof. She 
was not ſo little acquainted with human nature 
as to be ignorant that it was too weak, unaided 
by divine and ſupernatural” power to overcome 
the world. It was her happineſs, that ſhe was 
well acquainted with the nature, operation, and 
power of divine faith; and knew by happy ex- 
perience its all-ſufficiency to overcome the world? 
and therefore would often adopt the words of 
our text as her own; This is the e een 
our faith! 
2. Becauſe faith in the general i is a deſpiſed 
1 a among men. It is but little known, 
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and leſs n 1 he Holy Ghoſt is its 
divine author. It is of his operation; and its 
effects are bleſſed, and happy. The ſcriptures 
aſſure us, that without faith we cannot pleaſe God ; 
nor honour him as the God of truth T. All our 
enjoyments in the ways of God; all our pleaſure 
in his ordinances; all our comfort in his pro- 
miſes, ariſe from faith in the heart, or an aſ- 
ſurance of the reality of the ſalvation of Jeſus; 
and a good hope of intereſt in it. So that faith 
appears to be the only principle whereby we 
honour God; and enjoy good in our own ſouls. 
In the preceeding verſes the apoſtle has given 
us a lovely deſcription of a converted man. As, 
firſt, He is a believer in Chriſt T; not a ſuper- 
ficial obſerver of his doctrine. He is one who 
knows himfelf to be indebted to Chrift's blood 
for pardon; to his righteouſneſs for juſtifica- 
tion ; to his grace and holy ſpirit for a new life. 
| Secondly, He is a lover of the children of God, 
and that becauſe they are his children. He 
conſiders all ſuch as belonging to one family; he 
knows they are all in union with one myſtical 


| 4: 
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Col. ii. 12. compared with Rom. viii. 11. 
+ John iii. 33. 2 with x John v. 10. 

I The preac bin of the croſs to the worldly wiſe is fooliſbneſs, 
fays the apoſtle Paul. Time — when the conduct of unbelievers 
was to reject the doctrine of the preachers of Chriſtianity; and the 
writings from whence they fetched theſe doctrines; but the faſhion 
in our days. is to embrace the bible as divine revelation and explode | 
the doctrines it teaches, merely to avoid the imputation of infidelity z 
ſo that by a believer we are often forced to underſtand no more 
than one who complaiſantly receives the bible as ovine revelation, 
but who loyes not its contents, 

head; 


| CRE) 0 i 
ead ; and rejoices in the diſcovery of the image 
pf Chriſt upon them. Thirdly, He is a keeper 
pf God's commandments z that from prin- 


J; iple. His duty is his delight, and though he 
Ir els much oppoſition from the world without, 
re nd a corrupt nature within, yet he goes forward 
y the help of the Lord, and rejoices in the 
{- ortification of the old man. The lower he 1s 
; humbled, the higher is his ſouls exaltation. 

h In the text the apoſtle. lays down a certain 


propoſition, viz. © Whatſoever is born of God 
pvercometh the world.” Every regenerate per- 
on is victorious. And then he proceeds to ex- 
plain this propoſition by the following words, 
© And this is the victory that overcometh the 
world, even our faith.” The warfare is ſpiri- 
al ; ſo are the weapons; ſo is the conquelt ! 
I proceed to obſerve upon the text. 


egenerate man. He is a new and heaven-born 
dul. Nothing is more fallacious than to talk of 
hriſtianity without a change of heart. This 
deing the very eſſence of the experimental part 
df Chriſtianity ; and the main ſpring of all holy, 
rue, and acceptable obedience. 

Ob/erve, 2. That the world is the Chriſtian 


10 an's enemy; and he cannot be its friend, unleſs 
he o pray for its ſalvation. If any man will be 
de he friend of the world, he is an enemy to Gop. 
2 o regenerate man can love the maxims of the 


orld. It is an indication of a bad heart, when 
ve can adopt the Chriſtian creed, and mingle 

- with 
A 4 


Obſerve, 1. That every Chriſtian man is a 
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BE OTE the fons-of iigutey.. When ir appetite? 


matter of indifference. with.us whether we are at 
the table of the Lord, er de table e 
1 Cor. X. 21. 

Obſerve, 3. But the Chriſtian man is th 
world's conqueror. It is by the word of Gop: 
applied to the heart with a divine power, and 
unction that the ſoul ris transformed. © Faith 
% comes by hearing, and hearing by the word 
e of Gop.” Rom. X. 17. This conviction being 
wrought and the foul renewed ; he enliſts cheer- 
fully, and willingly under the banner of Chriſt; 
They ſhall be willing in the day of thy power; 
Pfalm cx. And engages moſt earneſtly to fight 
againſt all enemies who may oppoſe him in the 
way, with at leaſt ſome degree of hope (if not 
aſſurance) that he ſhall prevail, and overcome, 
through him who has loved him. Rom. viii. 37. 

Having made theſe. ſhort Tears upon the 
text, I ſhall now, 

1. Endeavour to ſhew what it is to be bam 
of God, or the nature of the new-birth. | 

II. What is affirmed of the W SR man, 
viz. that he overcometh the world; and che 
nature of his conqueſt. a 
III. The mean by which he overcometh the 
world, by faith; this is the victory that over- 
cometh the world, even our faith. 
1. The nature of the new · birth. 

The law of nature and the law of Goo 2 
us, that Gop is neceſſarily the creator of us all; 
that he made us holy and upright. It could 

| | never 


never be conſiſtent with the - bleſſed,” holy, and 
righteous Jehovah, - to ſow. the principles of 

fin in our nature, in the day of our creation, 
whereby we muſt of neceſſity be warpt to diſ- 
obedience. He made man in his own imag 


- 


or likeneſs ® ; gave him a law exactly ſuited to 
his nature; to which he annexed the penalty of 
death, upon failure of conformity thereto. The 
way and manner ſin made its entrance into the 
world, and took hold of every ſon of Adam, is 
explained by the Apoſtle: Wherefore, as by 
tc one man ſin entered into the world, and death 
te by ſin; and ſo death paſſed upon all men, for 
ce that all have ſinned.“ Rom. v. 12. Here the 


apoſtle ſhows. how we were all plunged into 
; milery by the. diſobedience, and tranſgreſſion of 
our firſt parent. He being our federal head and 
* repreſentative; and having engaged for us all, 
5 brought us all under the curſe. fy ceo 


But this is not the only. evil which followed 
tranſgreſſion. Had the curſe of the law been 
the only evil we had been ſubjected to by the 
diſobedience of our firſt parent this might have 
been removed by the death of Chriſt; without 
any neceſſity of the change inforced in the goſpel; 
and explained in the text. By the tranſgreſſion 
of the firſt man we were robbed of our innocence 

* EIT „ 
— - Whoſe fault? 
Whoſe but his own? Ingrate he had of me 


All he could: I made him jul and right, 
Sufficient to have ſtood, though free to fall. 


Ws 


Miro. 


paurity; all. the powers of body 


_ ſhould be active in the holy ſervices of Gop; by 
capable, 


the world whoſe external conduct in the eyes 
men have been ever unblameable) but our bleſſed 
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come - polluted and depraved. This 
which ſhould be a machine by which the ſoul 


its brutal appetites and luſts only makes the ſoul 
aſſiſts it in more horrid ſcenes of 
iniquity. © Wherein in times paſt. ye walked 
« according to the courſe of this world, accord- 


© ing to the prince of the power of the air, the 


6 ſpirit that now worketh- in the children of dif- 


s obedience: among whom alſo we all had our 


* converſation in times paſt, in the luſts of our 
« fleſh, fulfilling the deſires of the fleſh , and 
* of the mind: and were by nature children of 


. © wrath, even as others.” Eph. ii. 2, 3. | 
of the new birth; 


Hence ariſes the neceſſity 
which is not merely to become good moral peo- 
ple, (as it is uſually termed,) to change our 


outward conduct, and become more decent. 


Circumſtances in ſome few inſtances would ex- 
clude the neceſſity of the new birth if this was 
all required, (ſince there are ſome characters in 


Lord ſays, Except a man be born 


again be 


ic cannot ſee the kingdom of Gop.” It is not 


except the drunkard be turned from his drunken- 


neſs; the unclean perſon from his debaucheries; 
the ſwearer from his ſwearing; the ſabbath- 


breaker from ſabbath breaking; but except 4 


® Fleſh and mind are by vature combined againſt Gon. 


of 


Dr . od EGG 


nan, that is, every man who is an inheritor of 
Re of heaven, muſt be a partaker of 
divine grace; muſt be a renewed, a changed 
man. 8 | 
The new birth then is a communication of 
divine light to the foul. When God created the 
world, his almighty fat gave it its exiſtence, all 
univerſal ſpace, before was one dark chaos. He 
begins his work with theſe words, Let there be 
light ;” and it is added, © there was light!“ Sin 
brought the ſoul into darkneſs, and 
ignorance both of itſelf and Gap ; and being 
carnal and ſold under ſin, underſtands nothing 
which is of a ſpiritual nature. 0 
The apoſtle ſpeaking of this divine change, 


munication of ſpiritual Lr to the ſoul. Goo 
* who commanded the light to . ſhine out of 
ce darkneſs, hath ſhined into our hearts, to give 
« the light of the knowledge of the Glory of 
« God in the face (or perſon)” of Jefus Chriſt.” 
We who are regenerated, or born' again, have 
received light from Gop ; we had it not in our- 
ſelves; we were darkneſs itſelf; we underſtood 
not the nature of either law or Goſpel. We 
thought with the reſt of men that to keep the 
law in the beſt manner we could, and repent of 
our ſins, were ſufficient to gain us the divine 
© favour; and procure for us eternal happineſs. 
But by this light we ſee the law has no power to 
give us life, it is a killing letter becauſe'of our 
lin; and we have all our lifetime miſtaken its 


2 Cor. iv. 6. ſhows us it is effected by the com 
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cc vas Sasel to life I found to be unto 6 
Rom. vii. 10. By this light there is alſo a At 
covery of the heinous nature of fin. While in a 
ſtate of nature there are many fins which appear 
to us of little moment, but which are ſoul-damn- 
ing fins. © He that offends in one point is guilty 
of all;” ſays a wiſe expoſitor of the law. And 
the language of the law itſelf is, © Curſed is 
* © every one that continues not in all things written 
© in the book of the law to do them.” Such 
threatning and ſuch / uniſhment are inconſiſtent 
without ſufficient cauſe. Of this we are ignorant 
till we ſee it by divine light till the deceitfulneſs 
of the heart is laid open to view by the ap- 
plication of the divine law, then, Sin by 
the commandment becomes exceeding ſinful.” 
Rom. vii. 13. By this light we ſee the im- 
Poſſibility of being juſtified by the law, —or our 
own works. We being carnal, the law ſpiritual, 
we are no ways equal to the taſk, and therefore 
abandon all thoughts of it. Knewing à man 
“ js not juſtified by the works of the law, but 
ec by the faith of Feſus Chriſt; even we have 
ce believed in Jeſus Chriſt that we might be 
« juſtified by the faith of Chriſt, and not by. the 
c works wide law; for by the works of the BY 
cc ſhall no-fleſh be juſtified. Gal. A. 46 
By this light we ſee the need of Chriſt: to 
juſtify. This. we. never ſaw before, but were 
well contented (even if we had any notions of 


Religion, and a future world) if we did bt 
ury 
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to oblige a friend or ſuit our fancy and incli- 
nation we made a little trip, and diſturbed our 


ſleepy conſciences, we could eaſily lull them 


in by ſincere repentance.. Now the man is 
well aſſured © There is no other name by which 


« he can be ſaved. No other foundation upon 


« which he can build his hope with fafety but 


« Chriſt the chief corner-ſtone.” He having 


fulfilled the law and ſatisfied juſtice, has removed 
the curſe ; and opened the doors of heaven to all 
who believe. 


The new birth is a new creation of che ſoul. 
Giving it a new bias or forming it for the wor- 


ſhip of God; diſpoſing it to love and ſerve him. 


98 For we are his workmanſhip created in Chriſt 
_< Teſus unto good works, which Gop hath before 
ce fore ordained that we ſhould walk in them.” 


Epheſ. ii. 10. All the ſervice of the uncon- 


verted is a conſtrained ſervice. Their heart and 


ſoul are not devoutly engaged i in it; and. fuch 
ſervice cannot be pleaſing to Gop. i 

This new creation is wrought in Chriſt. And 
therefore thoſe who are ſtrangers to Chriſt and 
his ſalvation, are ſtrangers to this new creation. 


True religion always begins with Chriſt; faith 


in his blood; hope in his righteouſneſs. © This 
is the one and only foundation of 'the' regenerate 
man's hope. And this hope of heaven by the 
death and obedience of the Lord Feſus Chriſt 


only, will be ſo far f om giving him liberty; and 
a diſpolicion to fin; that it is the moſt power- 


ful 
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« fin that grace may abound ?” God forbid!” 
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works. „ Shall obe 


Love is a powerful influencial principle. There 

is no better obedience than that which is the 
TER. of This enters into the nature 
of chriſtian obedience. «© We love him becauſe 
he firſt loved us. The love of Chriſt conſtraineth 


us.“ The love 1 manifeſted to the ſoul; 


to the heart will 
It will teach us to 
not one ſpecies of it 


but all ſin; — 2 kind. It will teach 


the drunkard to leave his drunkenneſs ; the 
ſwearer to leave off ſwearing; the unclean perſon 
to abandon his frequent debaucheries. In a 
word whatever may be our fin; however habi- 


tuated in, if we are tau ght by the Spirit and 


grace of God, we ſhall part with it with ran; | 
and chooſe the way of holineſs as our deli 

Sometimes — — is ſpoken of 8 a 
ſpiritual waſhing ; a cleanſing of the foul. Fre- 
quently in the word of Gop ſin is — to 
dirt, to filth. _—_ e | 
tion of the polluted ſtate of the br 
Exek. xvi. 4, 5. Thou was caft out in the open 


Field, 7 ths addin of thy perſon, in the day that 


thou waſt born, The ſoul is truly in a loathſ 
condition by fin from head to foot. There is 
need then, that it may be fit for heaven, that it 
be cleanſed from this pollution. And as it is 
ſpiritually defiled, it muſt be ſpiritually cleanſed. 
External ablutions will not reach the diſeaſe, 
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effect a ſpiritual cure by their own works; but 


theſe are inſufficient. Not all our bible-read. 


ings—church-goings—ſacrament-takings—alms- 
givi repentances will bring about this. 
No works contrived! and wrought by man can 
cleanſe his ſoul; and it is a mercy they are not 
required for this purpoſe. 
ce righteouſneſs which we have done, but accord-. 
« ing to his mercy he hath ſaved us by the h- 
« ing of regeneration, and the renewing of the 
te Holy Ghoſt; which he ſhed on us ab ; 
ce through Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour.” Tit. iii. 5, 
Nothing leſs than an application of the blood of 
Chriſt to the conſcience by the ſpirit of Gop, 
can or will effect this great and bleſſed change; 
and this can and will do it. | 

This doctrine of regeneration is a good old 
ſcriptural doctrine for which our Reformers were 
not aſhamed to give up their lives; though 
many in the preſent day who call themſelves 
chriſtian divines are aſhamed of it in their dif- 
courſes. And a little of ſomething falſely called 
morality, is ſubſtituted in the ftead thereof. 
True morality is the love of Chriſt in the 
heart ; « For the love of Chriſt conſtraineth 
us,” 2 Cor. v. 14. 

| The 


® Talk they of morals ? O thou bleeding love 1 
Thou maker of ew morals to mankind! # 
The grand morality is love of the. 


YOUNG. 


«Not by works of 


TIS The Gone hs mk «Gros 


topic with our dear honoured- deceaſed friend. 
She underſtood well the depravity of the human 
heart. And that i this change wrought 
all pretenſions to halineſs were vain. Like our 
divine maſter ſhe. enforced it wherever ſhe went; 
and though in life-ranked among the noble, and 
the great; was not aſhamed; of the. following 
ſentence : © Ye muſt be born again 
It might ſeem almoſt! needleſs now to aſſert; 
that, the whole of this great change wrought in 
the ſoul is of Gop. But it is a difficult taſk to 
- trip man of himſelf; and of his ſuppoſed ability to 
do good, till Gop is pleaſed to ſtrip him; by 
giving him to know by experience, that he can 
do nothing. Here we may ſay it is not of him 
that willeth, nor of him that runneth but of Gon 
that ſheweth mercy. Though when this mercy 
is made known to the heart, it will make us 
willing to be ſaved in Gop's appointed way; 
and ſet our feet aright in his path. But to 
< as many as received him, to them gave he 
. © power to become the ſons of Gop, even to 
te them that believe on his name: which were 
te horn, not of blood, nor of the will of the 
cc fleſh, nor of the will of man but of Gop.” 
John i. 12, 13. I proceed now to ſne wp. 
2. What is affirmed of the new born man, 
viz. that he overcometh the world ; and the 
nature of his conqueſt. - * 

By the world in the text we are 1 . 


to underſtand *. in its moſt extenſive ſignifica- 
cation. 


RY 


Q v 


tion. "Hoy fi. Every ſpecies of ie. For * * 
converſion of the ſoul is not a partial 2 | 

The forſaking of ſome fin; or turning from on 

* fin to another. Grace is an abiding — 


in the heart; and as it is ſaid to be a new nature, 
ſo it makes a new. man. Let a man before have 
been a ſelt-righteous phariſee oppoſing Chriſt, a 
great drunkard; a notorious ſwearer; a filthy 
unclean creature; or a ſabbath- breaker; a horrid 
blaſphemer, and deſpi iſer of religion, the word, 
ordinances, and 5 of Goo; or ſuppoſe him 
by turns to have been all theſe, yet when called 
by grace; and effectually wrought upon by the 
Spirit of God, it will be fo far from being a taſk 
to give up, and part with theſe fins, that it will 
become his daily prayer he may fo do: * Hold 
« up my goings in thy paths. that my footſteps 


flip not.“ Pſalm xvii. 5. 


The chriſtian or regenerate man, overcomes 

a ſinful profane world. The unelean thing is 
not for his uſe, and it is not his delight. The 
gaudy yanities of this world have no attractive 
charms in them to entice his renewed ſoul. He 
ſceks diviner food, and more ſublime enjoyments; 
even righteouſneſs, and peace and joy in the 
Holy Ghoft. Indeed there is nothing will pleaſe 
or delight him without the preſence. of his Gon. 
He is well convinced he has lived long at an aw- 
ful diſtance from him—and he now deſires and 
prays it may be ſo no more. The amuſements 
of the world are not adapted to ſooth Ms ſorrows 
or 


er remove his cares“. Were he to give into 
them they would greatly increaſe his troubles, by 
bringing guilt in the conſcience: a wicked 
deceitful vain world has nothing in it to ſuit the 
believing ſoul; he overcomes it by faith. How 
— A this was diſcoverable in our dear de- 
ceaſed friend is generally known. 
The believer overcomes the wiſdom of the 
world. He knows the wiſdom of the world, 
and the wiſdom of God are two very oppoſite 
i He is well aſſured that the world never 
knew Gop in or by all its wiſdom. Nor even 
ſaw into the wiſdom of God in contriving and 
bringing about ſalvation by the death of his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt. The world by its wiſdom is fight- 


ing againſt Gopf. Hating and oppoſing the 


I do not mean to inſinuate that the Chriſtian denies himſelf 
the lawful recreations of life. This would be to debar ourſelves 
the comforts Gop and nature have provided us, and which. our 
conſtitutions require. But the Chriſtian denies himſelf whatever is 

and-con to theſe, 

+ Not long ſince I ſaw an objecti ;nſt the doQrine of 
ſatisfaction by the blood, and bag = th of ] Jeſus, expreſſed m 
ſhocking terms indeed, © To repreſent the Aloe ty as requiring 
« ſatisfaQtion for fin by the death of Chriſt, is to repreſen him like 
« the grand Moloch; whom nothing could pleaſe but a human 
« ſicrifice.” And then the — is aſked if Gop could not 
4 have forgiven ſin without requiring ſatisfaction? I ſhall 
not trouble myſelf to enquire what Gop- could have done, I 
know he could have extended the creation if he had pleaſed, in- 
finitely beyond what he bas. He could have made every man an 
archangel if he had pleaſed ; but it is evident he has not. So then 
if Gop could have forgiven fin without ſatisfaction (which we 
Calviniſts believe he could not) yet by reverting to divine revela- 
tion we find he has not. Our fins were laid upon, and puniſhed, 
in Chriſt, Iſa. liii. 6, 10. He is ſaid to be the propitiation for 
them. 1 John iv. 10. God is in Chriſt (and no where elſe) re- 
conciling us to himſelf, and forgiving our ſins. 2 Cor. v. 18, and 
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ſtant practice of men who can ſee no further than 
the light of nature, to go about to eſtabliſh their 
own righteouſneſs. Having never experienced 
the plague of their own: hearts; and the want 
of a better righteouſneſs than they have by na- 
ture; or can acquire by their own works; 
never ſubmitted thenaſelves to the righteouſneſs 
of Gop. Nom. x. 2, 3. The preaching of Chriſt 
and _ crucified A faith — 8 
for pardon, peace and acceptance with , Is 
Folifhnef to them, 1 Cor. i. 18, while the re- 
generate man diſcovers in it the greateſt glory. 
It is in the croſs of Jeſus Chriſt he diſcovers 
much of the wiſdom: of God, in contriving a ſal- 
vation which brings ſo much good to man, ſo 
much glory to himſelf. Here it was, mercy and 
truth met together; righteouſneſs and peace 
embraced each other. Pfalm Ikxxv. 9, 10.—80 
that though the preaching Chriſt as the Saviour 
of ſinners; as the way to the Father and that by 
his obedience and death, is to the Jews a ſtumb- 
ling block, and to the Greeks fooliſhneſs, yet ta 
them who are called both Jews and Greeks, he is 
Chriſt the wiſdom of God, and the power of 
Gop. 1 Cor. i. 24. The Chriſtian's glory is the 
He overcomes the perſecutions. of the world. 
If any man will live godly in Chrift Jeſus he 
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Rom. v. 10, We are cleanſed by the blood of Chriſt. 1 John i. 5. 
Redeemed by his blood. x Pet. i. 18. Jufified by it. Rom. v. 9 · 
Sanctiſied by it. Heb. ix. 14. And get to begven by it. Rev. vii. 
14. I ſhould rot have ſaid ſo much, but I expect the objectors 
may ſee this. 
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the Lord J eſus, and his ſalvation. It be con» TR 


po 


e 5 ſuffer i enſuring This is whit he Tu Y 


expect. It is part of his legacy bequeathed to 
him by our bleſſed Lord, © in this world ye ſhall 
have tribulation John xvi. 33. The doctrine 
and lives of the godly condemn the world. And 
therefore they muſt expect to meet with oppoſi- 


tion from it. They are to the world what Mi- 
caiah was to Ahab; they are prophets of no 
XX11, 8. 


8 concerning it; but evil. 1 Kin 
offs and frowns they muſt expect from the 
world. But theſe have no weight with J 
To be accounted fools for Chriſt is their 
The world cannot tell them ſo much o 
folly, as they know themſelves. . Paten 
have followed ſome to the taking away of their 
lives. Many of our brave Reformers regarded 
not their lives in ſo good a cauſe. They over- 
« came by the blood of the Lamb, and by the 
© word of their teſtimony, and they loved not 
ce their lives unto the death.” Rev. xii. 11. 
That he thus overcomes is not by any in- 
nate ſtrength of his own. He has not to boaſt of 
a better diſpoſition than others; or more fide- 
lity in the ang of Goo; he is indebted to 
e for this: e is ſufficient for thee, 
ſays the Lord, —and 2 fore rejoice. - Without 
me ye can do nothing, therefore live dependant. 
The regenerate man then lives by faith ; Gal. v. 
29; and overcomes through him that has loved 
him, Rom. viii. 37. I come now to ſpeak, 

3. Of the mean by which he overcometh tha 
ay by faith: this is the Victory that over- 
cometh the world, even our Fair, _ i 
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It appears the ſcriptures do not treat of faith, 
as m thing, which no one knows any « 
thing about but only in ſound. It is not as the 
world ſay an idle notion; but to the chriſtian 
it is the moſt ſubſtantial thing in the world. 
« Faith is the ſubſtance of things hoped for; it is 
ce the evidence of things not ſeen,” Heb. xi. 1. 
It is the very-principle which produces true obe- 
dience to Gop ; it will prompt us to obey from 
the beſt of motives, even the love of Gop. Hence 
it is{aid to be faith which workerh by love.” Gal. v. 
6. This faith is not of nature, but of grace; and 
as it comes from God is of the operation of his 
Spirit; ſo it leads the ſoul to Gop, It views 
Gop reconciling the world to himſelf in Chriſt ; 
and reconciles the. ſoul to Gop by Chriſt ; be- 
cauſe here it finds him a friend. While on the 
other hand unbelief keeps from God, in ignor- 
ance and darkneſs ; and is the main ſpring of diſ- 
obedience and tranſgreſſion. When the Lord 
complains of diſobedience, he at the ſame time 
complains of unbelief; I will hide my face 
« from them, I will ſee what their end ſhall 
« be: for they are a froward generation, chil- 
« dren in whom is no Fair.“ Deut. xxxil. 20. 
By faith. we receive the teſtimony of Gop. 
The word of Gop is revealed to, and preached 
among all nations for the obedience, of faith. 
Rom, xvi. 26. Faith in general is wrought in the 
heart by hearing the word of Gop, © faith comes 
by hearing the word of Gop .” Rom. x. 17. This 
in the hand of the Spirit is the main inſtrument 
in converſion by which th o ſoul is 8 in 
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« ſoul,” from its fin, ignorance and the error of 
its way. © The teſtimony of the Lord is fure,” 
it is oy infallible word of M It is 
a word we may depend , and get much 
inſtruction, — * peace with 
Gop, and everlaſting glory . « It makes 
« wiſe the fimple.” Thoſe who are ſimple and 
humble enough to ſeek inſtruction from it, ſhall 
get inſtruction by it. They ſhall be well ſkilled 
in the beſt of all ſcience the knowledge of them- 
ſelves, of Gop, of Chriſt, com to which 
all other is not the knowing, 
Philip. iii. 8. The 3 the Lord are 
right rejoicing the heart,” j peace accom- 
2 — wm The commandment of 
« the Lord is pure, enlightening the : the 
e fear of the Lord is clean enduring for ever: 
te the judgments of the Lord are true and righte- 
ce ous altogether, more to be deſired than gold, 
© yea, than much fine gold; ſweeter alfo than 
tc honey and the honeycomb.” Pſalm xi1x. 7—1 1, 
Zo that by faith the word of Gop gains not only 
aſſent, and conſent; but becomes very high in 
our eſteem. We receive it as the teſtimony of 
Gop; as the oracle of heaven. 3 
By faith we receive the Lord Jefus Chriſt, 
as our juſtifying Saviour; as he is held forth in 
this bleſſed word of truth. Faith looks not upon 
its own works; leads not the ſoul to ſeek juſti- 
fication in its own duties. It hears God fay 
whoſoever believes in his Son ſhall receive for- 
giveneſs 


divine knowledge, and bleſſed with ſpiritual light. 
© The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the | 


giveneſs of fin. Faith gives credit to this teſti- 

mony ; it ſays amen to the word of God, ſo be 
it; and ſings ſweetly, « Being juſtified by Farr, 
« we have peace with Gob, through our Lord 
« Teſus Chriſt.” Rom. v x. The believer wiſhes 
no other peace. If he can reach this enjoyment 

he has all he wants; more he cannot have. 
Nothing will ſo much trouble him as when op- 
prefled with unbelief, he cannot caſt the anchor 
of his hope upon this ground, with that confi- 
dence he deſires. When faith ſtaggers the ſoul 
— ug hen faith is N the ſoul rejoices. 
By faith we are enabled to pour contempt 
upon * riches, ſplendour, and finful pomp of 
this world“. By faith Moſes, when he was 
© come to years, refuſed to be called the ſon of 
« Pharaoh's daughter, c rather to ſuffer 
ce affliction with the e of Gop, than to 
« enjoy the pleaſures of ſin for a ſeaſon; eſteem- 
« ing the reproach of Chriſt greater riches than 
« the treaſures in Egypt: for he had reſpect to 
< the recompence of the reward. Heb. xi. 23, 
27. The kingdom of Chriſt is not of this world; 
it conſiſts not of any thing pertaining to it. Tt 
is not meat and drink, but righteouſneſs and 
peace and heavenly joy. Rom. xiv. 17. The new- 
born man has a capacity for theſe enjoyments. 
He has a ſpiritual appetite, and therefore ſecks 


The good man looks not upon riches or the good things 
of life in themſelves as evils, nor does he deſpiſe them; but receives, 
if providence ſends them as kind gifts. But it is the abuſe of them 
he diſlikes, And at all events dares not ſeek happineſs in them 


alone, Can give them up if religion require it. , 
| ſpiritual 
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cc teſtimony, that he 


and ſinful pomp, are deſpicable things with him. 


He ſees ina more beauty in the perſon of 


Chriſt, and the myſtery of ſalvation by him, than 


in all the glittering toys of a promiſing but diſ- 
appointing world. It is but few. whoſe circum- 


ſtances are ſuch as to give them opportunity 


| when called by grace, to ſhow the world they 


can give it up, part with it with a very good 
Ai r this was eminently diſcoverable in the 


conduct of our dear deceaſed friend. She ſhowed 
the world ſhe loved Chriſt and his cauſe __ 
all other things. | 

By faith we walk; in holineſs Bir run in the 
ee of the Lord. © By faith Enoch 
cc was tranſlated that he ſhould not ſee death; 
te and was not found, becauſe Gop had tranſlated 
« him: for before his tranſlation he had this 
Gop. But without 
« faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe him.” Heb. xi. 


46S; The regenerate man will ſeek to know 


the will of Gop; and when he knows it, will 


ſeek to do it, by the aſſiſtance of divine grace. 


In a word, it is by faith ye enjoy the bleſſings 
of the goſpel; the ks a of ſin; peace with 
Gop, communion with him; walk-in all holy 
obedience in life ; are made victorious in death; 
arrive at the gates of the paradiſe of Gop, where 
the ſoul is received into the embraces of ever- 


| liſting love, and fich anne in the vie 


of glory. 
It may now be expected, 1 ſhall proceed to 


fay ſomething upon che life and character of our 


| honoured 
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conveying the knowledge of ſalvation by. Jeſus 


She knew the cauſe in which ſhe had embarked 
was a good One; and as ſhe was not aſhamed [to | 
own it, ſo ſhe was always ready to ſupport it to 
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= u called roge this evening. 1 
acknow lege that to give a yery minute and 

— account of her life, and conduct, 

far exceeds my kn and abilities. But I 

will give you the beſt ormation I can. 


It is. now I believe: near fifty years ſince 
ſhe firſt engaged in the Lord's cauſe. In which 
it may with truth be ſaid, - ſhe has been inde- 
fatigable. Her thoughts have always been em- 
ployed in contriving ways and means, for the 


Chriſt, into almoſt every 


part- of this, and in 
many parts of other. kingdoms. To on 


which cauſe, ſhe annually ſpent the whole of her 


income; and that with the greateſt pleaſure. 


the utmoſt of her ability ; — leaving herſelf 
ſcarcely ſufficient for che maintenance o herſelf 
and family. 

The honoured inſtrument of her 9 
was the late Rev. GzorGEe WHITEFIELD, whoſe 
miniſtry was bleſſed to thouſands. Raiſed up in 
the providence of Gor to go into all parts to 
preach the goſpel to multitudes of ſinners of 


every complexion., And as the providence. of 


Go was extrao in raiſing him up, ſo it 
was wonderful in the great ſucceſs it gave him 
in his labours. Many were the szaLs of his 
apoſtleſhip, and MINISTRY, among all ranks, de- 
nominations, 
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nominations, and of men: hiek unite 
rich and por; noble and ignoble; wiſe and un- 


the great 
mercy of 'Gop, was found THE RIGHT 
HONOURABLE SELINA - COUNTESS 
OF HUNTINGDON, who efteemed him 
through the whole of her life, as an eminent 
ſervunt of Chriſt ; and greatly aſſiſted him in his 
various un both with her purſe, and 
her prayers. When ſhe was firſt convinced of her 
on miſerable ſtate by nature as a loſt ſinnet, 
und embraced the dectrines of the overlaſting 
goſpel, the began to think of commu 
this -know among her "neighbours round 
about her“. To theſe her views ſeemed to be 
more | y eonfined; among theſe he 
would probably have lived and died, had not 
their ingratitude, attended with no little 
eution , forced her to leave them, to ſeek a 


Place where ſhe (might eee 
An a peaceable manner. 


Being now from the place and- 


Of provetmg re! miniſters for any particular 


* Abby de la Zeuch, Ane pe dene de wala, 
+ This account I had from her on lips almoſt five years. yours. gp. 
Have heard it fince confirmed by :” However, { believe reſpecta 

| believe at that/ time 
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found her la 


with a view to r. N into che Chanch 
of England; for to the eſtabliſhed Form in the 
Church of England ſhe was much attached. But 
in this point alſo her ſeheme was fruſtrated; and 
her hopes dil; they were refuſed ordi- 
nation becauſe of. thei: tinew; "theugh.. n | 
conſiſtent with the articles and homilies of that 
Church. It was now thought proper they ſhould 
have other ordination; and go out into the world 
and preach the goſpel of Chriſt in Chapels, and 
Meeting-houſes. This plan has been wen 
and not without ſucceſs. 


She. was no bigot, but open and enlarged/in 
her ſentiment. - She did not look upon religion 


as confined to any ſect, party, or denominatiam 


A work of grace upon the heart was with her 
the grand diſtinguiſhing mark of a true chriſtian. 
Wherever ſhe could obſerve any evidence of 


this, ſhe deemed ſuch her ſiſters, her brethren: 


A pattern worthy the imitation: of all the reli- 
gious of every denomination. ; 
While I had the honour, ad happncki of 
Her acquaintance and correfpondenec, I always 
the ame. She 
knew well in whom the had believed; and her 


hope and confidence was always upon one found- 
ation. Her triumph was always in Chriſt —_ 


Salvation 
B 2 
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WED Salvation and victory Seve by the blöd, 
Ih obedience of Chriſt. And from a t 
have received, I am informed theſe were the 
ſource of her j joy even in the hour of her death. 
L read the det intereſting farts of ue 
pamphlet. 

© Some little time before her laſt confine. 
© ment, one of the clergymen whom ſhe ho- 
© noured with her confidence, . ſpending a day 
with her as he paſſed through the town, ſhe 
* ſpoke of herſelf in a ſtrain ſo remarkably affect- 
„ing, that he could not but mention W 
© wards. | 
The ſubject of the converſation was the 
© cauſe of Chriſt, which ſhe always had fo 

- «deeply; at heart; and that led to 4 0 
© her own mind and expectations. 
Her expreſſions were to this effect, but more 
© forcible than thoſe feeble traces of them.” « 
* ſee myſelf a poor worm. h 
Drawing near bim, what hope could 1 enter- 
ce tain, if I did not know the efficacy of his 
e blood, and turned as a priſoner of 1 to 
& this ſtrong hold.” . 

How little could any ching of mine give a 
© moments reſt to a departing ſoul? So much 
« ſin and ſelf mixing with the beſt, and 1 
© ſo ſhort of what we owe! ?! 

on; 


ce It is well for us that he can pity Rn perde 
* and we have confidence that he will do ſo. 


@ Written by the Rev. T. Haweis, L. L. B, her Chaplaia. 
Here 


| T 29 * 

Here my dear friends we diſcover both the + 
2 and experience of our hououred 
departed friend. Her confidence was placed 
alone in a crucified Jeſus. His obedience even 
unto death, was the one and-only foundation of 
her hope; and not any work or merit of her 
oon: ſhe had a good hope through grace in her 
; own ſoul, that:ſhe ſhouliexperience for herſelf, 
; all that merey bees by on fo Jl 
n believers in * goſpel, by our Jeſus N 


F Chriſt, 
e my dear friend, I have no hope 
4 but that which h bos the dying malefactor 
at the ſide of my L RD, and I muſt be ſaved 
a- ae 8s freely, as fully, or not at 
. mercy when — the divine G of 
the Holy Shoſt, we are made ſenſible of our 
wretchedneſs, and ep 2 1 nature, till then, we 
—— entertain ho _ by the good 
works we ſu we; have „ or expect yet 
to do. No poſe eas N ſo, as in our 
own hearts to believe we are upon a level with 
the thief on the crofs ; with publicans and harlots 
in general, as to the the kingdom of 
heaven, or worthy of it, but this teaching 
of the Spirit af ra What a. mercy to have 
— light in our poor fouls, n 
te and condition! 
he friend ſaid,” © Madam, I cordially j join 
e you, and feel with you, that though our lives 
N 5 be devoted to 2 work of] eſus, « and our 
&« deaths 
B 3 


e« deaths the co E * üg 
« to theſe IE, we could look for comfort 
«in a dying hour.”  * She rephed,” „ 8 
« verily” —* and enlarging on the idea of the 

© mixture of infirmity 1 corruption which tar- 
_ © iſhed all our beſt meant ſervices, A 
dc That a finner could ** ſatis ily on 
te one foundation, and wouk nehing in the 
& beft works of his beſt day, 0 . 85 
« produce before Gop for its "own ſake 

ciently bleſſed and ſecure, if he could but cry, 
Who 4 be merciful to me a ſinner; and let me 
be found accepted in the belayed; and com. 
| cc, in bim A 97341 115 5 
To theſe in the courſe of a long converfari 
were added many 255 ms of tr truth 
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« aſked how e Gd BY am welt, all is well — - 
« well for” ever. ©] ſee, wherever I turn my 

« eyes, whether" hve or die nothing but vic- 
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' Such a view a8 this in eur laſt moments, if 
we ſhall be favoured with it will prake our hearts 
rejoice. When under ſock e dee there 
is nothing terrible In death; but every thin; 
agreeable. This, Sirs, is the Pleſſed portion 4 
all who bekeve in, love," and follow om” ox D 
Insvs CMS TN * 5 # the Psa1Mtisy fiys, *when 
« fleſh and heart fig his beloved ones, Gon is 
« the firength of weir heures and "portion for 
ee rh nr mrs d Dino 20 IE 

She ately, gert erben ated 
* often,” © The coming of the Seen repel 
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TA day 
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( Ford 3 3A 1 Port L 
The Lonp hath 
« this morning 10 2 
« he means to convey to my mind I know not; 
it may be my approaching departure; my 
e ſoul is filled with glory, I am as in Om element 
af heaven e? r te eee 
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_ © yerſation was in heaven will conclude, that 
© thoſe who were around her might-fill volumes, 


Br with her energetic ex 
2 rbidden: ode el poppy 


p _— 
0k ln, as by Ger wan 69 And 


her mind at that time as much as ever employed 


for the advancement of the kingdom of Chriſt 


. ſhall be found watching 
We now find her employed in thinking -0n 
ways and means whereby the goſpel might be 


means 
of grace are not enjoyed, and the grace of the 
means it may be Airtle, or dot at 4 
. Eb: ts wad 7 wo ad ot Hai 2 
er patience i fems mas bare geg 
her affliction ; ſhe was more co d for thoſe 
. 


about her than ſor herſelf. She ſaic 
faithful, n 


©to AnN ng nd 
own, « J fear I ſhall be the death 


© whoſe lon 
© her is well 


« of you both, (alluding to their conſtant watch- 
ig . 2 5 
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Prayer engaged her ſoul through the elde 
days and nights of ſickneſs and pain; thankfulneſs 
ſor her mercies aſcended with her petitions. 
We find her ſaying am incircled in the arms 
« of love and mercy.” And, I long to be at 
« home; O! I long to be at home.“ A little 
before ſhe died, ſhe ſaid repeatedly, .I ſhall go to 
my Father this night” and ſhortly after, © can 
« he forget to be eee is n end of 
« his loving kindneſs? 

DR. LETTsOM had viſtied ben ber der r 
© and five. Shortly aſter, her ſtrength failed, 
© and ſhe appeared departing. - Alarmed, they ; 
© ſummoned up a friend, who was waiting 
© anxiouſly below; he took her hand-—it was 
© bedewed with ſweat—he applied his fingers to 
© the pulſe it had ceaſed. to beat and that 
© inſtant ſhe breathed her laſt ſigh, LY he leaned 
© over her, and fell aſleep in ISs us.. 

Thus departed this — — whoſe 
life needs no commendation ; her praiſe will be 
ever in the churches. God be merciful to us. 
The righteous and merciful, are taken from the 
earth and few or none lay it to heart. The 
of God need to pray to the Lorp to: raiſe up 
others in the room of thoſe who are fallen my 
However the Loxp will I am perſuaded carry on 
his own cauſe. When he has work to do, he is 
it about. 
And as to our honoured deceaſed friend I: am per- 
ſuaded ſhe is now in better employment, and 
higher enjoyments than ſhe could _ be 1 in, 
in this lower world. 't 8 
N ne 


with all the earneſtneſs imagi 
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8 Out partidnles taftveice of ber dies bh 
to be with Chriſt. I cannot fordear 
Which I was eye and ear witneſs to. When in 
Lenden lat ſamtner, in June; I think the very 
laſt time I con verſed with her; ſhe appeared in 
extrente pain, and upon mentioning. the burden 
ob her infirmities and afſſictions to me, 1 replied 
« Madam your releafe from theſe aMflictions 
< wauld uadoutendly — 
ce cauſe of the Redeemer; upon which account 
cc your life is really deſirable; otherwiſe to your- 
el from the pain and affliction you experience 
ce ie ſeems your death: would be a kind releaſe.” 
She immediately claſped her hands, and replied 
inable, « If it were 
Ade will of Gon, how Ga ſhould L be 1 1. 
< were this moment! But after ſome 
and reco herſelf, ſhe added, Well 
te but if I may live longer to be of any ſervice in 
4 ſo good a cauſe; to do gobd to ſome poor 
Lon, F am {till content 
ce 0 live though in bn the. affliction! 
Theſe words made 4 ſeniahlc; — 1 believe . 
Ald now-my deat hearees you have fotmrihis 
was the hope and confidence of this dear ſervant 
of Jeſus Chriſt; and what were her .emjoyrnents 
in the end. It is worth ten thouſand worlds 
when we come to die, to be in the arms of the 
Saviour ; to enjoy the love of his heart, and ex- 
perience DAT, that king of terrors to be 4 
vanquiſhed enemy. Be ye then followers of her 
in doctrine, in e your e 
ence 
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Gdence in che merits of ' Chriſt and the 
Gor; giwe yourſelves 


not-confined to the girat 
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merey of 
dn hn him without reſerve, 
ind and gracious to you 
kingdom of heaven is 
and noble in bloed; che 


crown of righteouſneſs Mall be you to all who 


mall then find'h 
wo was to her. 


love the appearing of Ohriſt. 


It may, and is no doubt beyond yo your power 
to contribute from your as ſhe did from 
hers, for the cauſe of Chiiſt. If ſo, it is not re- 


quired, God expects from a man not according 


to that he hath not, but aceording to that he 
hath. Do in this reſpect according to your 
ability; and if in faith and love it will he accepted. 
Aſſiſtance of another kind lies within-your power: 
many cannot” ſerve the cauſe of Chriſt at all with . 
their purſes, but may do much with'their-prayers, 
Do not let theſe be wanting—that the ſervants of 
Chriſt may be many. che converts: of righteoul- 
neſs numerous. 

And laſtly-take comfort FINN the fatthfulneſs 
of God with this his ſervant. The very eſſence 
of faith, lies in eaſting the ſoul into the hands of 
the Saviovx, expecting him to conduet it ſaſe 
to heaven, and glory. The promiſes of the 
goſpel, which are the-covenant of FrHhHUl an with 
beheving ſouls aſſure us of certain ſucceſs.— 
And this is the will of bim that ſent me, that every 
one which ſeeth the ſon, and believetb on bim may have 
everlaſtiug life : and I will raiſe him up at the laſt 
day. John vi. 40. This promiſe the Loxp has 
made good to this his ſervant, he was gracious 
to 


it 
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the Rake 1 that ſhe forgot her pain; and 
| in a moſt triumphan 


things of this life cloſe pom: 
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J her ſoul with ſoch lobe 1 


t manner was dit Joc — 
tabernacle, and - by the hands 
carried into the boſom 92 Jesus. a | Thas: we _—_ 
death is eternal life to the believer ; and as the 
Paradiſe hi I- — once i 
e open to him. I muſt c e 
ſaying God is. faithful ; he was faithful to 


honoured friend; he is faithful ta all his Lins, 
ies to us if 


we have 
caſt. our ſouls into che hands of the Saviour 
Reoice then my bretheren, eternal life awaits us; 


race is glory begun, it is the earneſt of our 
1 inheritence. One word to poor ſinners 


* who know not Gop. Without a divine change 


you are, you muſt be for ever miſerable. To 
heaven you cannot go in your ſins; and there is 
no other way there but by Jzsvs CRN; there 


is no other name by which we muſt be; ſaved 


given under heaven. Seek to know him and the 

ower of his ſalvation in life; | Pray for grace to 
1 him. And look Bo the accom- 
pliſhment of every promiſe. I add no mor, 
Gow of his infinite mercy. grant we may au be 
found of that number, who overcome bY faith in 
the Lord Jeſus; who ſhall fit and ſing hus praiſes 
tor ever and ever. Amen. and he Gy 


THE END. 
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Publiſhed by the ſame Author, price ten-pence, - 
(To be had of the afore-mentioned Bookſellers) 
Jeſus our Elder Brother; 


OR, THE 


HARMONY OF T HE SCRIPTURES: 


In Vindication of the Dodrines, 


„ in Unity. 2. Of Chriſt the on 
Mediator. the Divinity of Son and Spirit, 


their Equality with the Fache ather. 4. Of Origi 
5. Of the Agreement of Law and Goſ 6. Or 
Election and Reprobation. . Of the All-ſufficiency 
of the Sacrifice '* Chriſt for Sin, 8. Of efficacious 
Grace in Regeneration; and that the Saints are not 
thereby mere machines. 9g. Of Man's Inability to 
do the Will of Gop without Divine Grace, intended 


againſt Arians, Socinians, * &c. 


Son. 


Shortly intended for the Preſs, by the ſame Author, 


Evidences of the real Chriſtian ; or of Grace in 


the Heart by its Effects and Operations. 


